
	  

Early	  Journal	  Content	  on	  JSTOR,	  Free	  to	  Anyone	  in	  the	  World	  

This	  article	  is	  one	  of	  nearly	  500,000	  scholarly	  works	  digitized	  and	  made	  freely	  available	  to	  everyone	  in	  
the	  world	  by	  JSTOR.	  	  

Known	  as	  the	  Early	  Journal	  Content,	  this	  set	  of	  works	  include	  research	  articles,	  news,	  letters,	  and	  other	  
writings	  published	  in	  more	  than	  200	  of	  the	  oldest	  leading	  academic	  journals.	  The	  works	  date	  from	  the	  
mid-‐seventeenth	  to	  the	  early	  twentieth	  centuries.	  	  

	  We	  encourage	  people	  to	  read	  and	  share	  the	  Early	  Journal	  Content	  openly	  and	  to	  tell	  others	  that	  this	  
resource	  exists.	  	  People	  may	  post	  this	  content	  online	  or	  redistribute	  in	  any	  way	  for	  non-‐commercial	  
purposes.	  

Read	  more	  about	  Early	  Journal	  Content	  at	  http://about.jstor.org/participate-‐jstor/individuals/early-‐
journal-‐content.	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

JSTOR	  is	  a	  digital	  library	  of	  academic	  journals,	  books,	  and	  primary	  source	  objects.	  JSTOR	  helps	  people	  
discover,	  use,	  and	  build	  upon	  a	  wide	  range	  of	  content	  through	  a	  powerful	  research	  and	  teaching	  
platform,	  and	  preserves	  this	  content	  for	  future	  generations.	  JSTOR	  is	  part	  of	  ITHAKA,	  a	  not-‐for-‐profit	  
organization	  that	  also	  includes	  Ithaka	  S+R	  and	  Portico.	  For	  more	  information	  about	  JSTOR,	  please	  
contact	  support@jstor.org.	  



April 1,1898 302 

at work. Two wagons are required to transport the outfits from house 
to house, and the work will be pressed as rapidly äs possible. A map of 
the city, with each infected house marked on it with red ink, has been 
made, and as each new case appears the house is marked on the map, 
and is disinfected as soon as possible. There is much work for this 
division to do, as there are many infected houses. Those houses that 
can not be disinfected will be reported to the local authorities with the 
request that they be burned. 

Headquarters . 

I have secured comfortable offices, centrally located, for administra- 
tive work. I have had a telephone put in, which enables us to com- 
municate with the smallpox hospital, the inspectors, and other parts 
of the city. The work now being systematized, and the raw material 
being gradually worked into shape, we are moving along easily and 
effectively. The disease has been so widespread, and the methods used 
so ineffectual, that it is hard to predict when the epidemic will be under 
control. Confidence has been restored among the people, who are now 
looking forward hopefully to an early termination of their trouble. 

Respectfully, yours, C. P. Wertenbaker, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon , 77. 8. M. H. S., Commanding. 

Smallpox in Mobile , Ala . 

Mobile, Ala., March 27, 1898 . 
Sir : I have the honor to report that 1 case of smallpox was sent to 

the pesthouse on the 25th instant and that 2 cases were sent out to-day. 
All colored males. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. D. Murray, 

Surgeon , U. S. M. H. S. 

Smallpox in Arkansas. 

[Telegram.] 
Little Rock, Ark., March 81, 1898 . 

Two cases of smallpox in Little Rock ; origin not traced. Board of 
health in charge. - Gibson, Acting A ssistant Surgeon , JJ. S. M. H. S. 

Warning against smallpox . 

Office of State Board of Health, 
Bowling Green, Ky . , March 25, 1898. 

To the officials , physicians , and people of Kentucky : 
This board again gives warning that our State is seriously threatened 

with an epidemic of smallpox. Grave conditions already exist in Bell, 
Whitley, and Madison counties, and cases are reported in Knox and 
Mason counties. So far the disease has been almost exclusively confined 
to negroes, but this exemption of the white race can not long be hoped 
for if it continues to spread. 

In spite of repeated and continued warnings from this and county and 
municipal boards, each community so far attacked was unprepared, a 
large per cent of the population was unvaccinated, and dangerous and 
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costly delay s occurred before the character of the disease was recog- 
nized, and hospital and other provisions could be made for the sick and 
exposed. 

Under our laws this expense must be met by the counties and cities 
affected, and it can only be made small by proper preparation before a 
case appears. Had Middlesborough and Bell County been thus fore- 
handed and ready to care for the first cases, thousands of dollars would 
have been saved in actual outlay, very many thousands in loss of busi- 
ness, and the officials and community the mortification of clamoring 
for outside aid to do what they were amply able to do for themselves. 

In view of these facts, the board advises that each town and city at 
once pass and enforce a compulsory vaccination ordinance, beginning 
with the colored race, but reaching everybody ; that isolation hospitals 
or tents, and suitable ground for their location, be secured ; that visit- 
ing and strange negroes be hunted out, vaccinated, and kept under 
observation, and especially that physicians practicing amongst negroes 
be instructed as to the difficulty of recognizing mild cases of smallpox 
and varioloid in this race, and of the importance of calling in experi- 
enced counsel in every doubtful or suspicious case. Those having this 
work in hand should deal firmly, but kindly, with every one, advising 
that this work is being done for their protection as well as that of the 
community. 

Quarantines against infected places, the first resort of unprepared 
towns, do much actual harm by giving rise to a false sense of security, 
thus retarding the work of vaccination and preparation, and, if rigidly 
enforced, are much more expensive than the precautions herein advised, 
besides causing much financial loss by interference with travel and com- 
merce. No quarantine can be legally established without the consent of 
this board, and this will not be given unless the circumstances are very 
exceptional. Communities maintaining unauthorized quarantines are 
liable to persons suffering injuries or damages therefrom. 

At this time every person in Kentucky should be vaccinated or revac- 
cinated. If properly protected it will not take, and if it takes there is 
need of it. The vaccination should always be done in three places 
about an inch apart, by a competent physician, with clean hands and 
instruments upon a well- cleaned arm, by scraping off the scarf skin with- 
out drawing blood, and should be allowed to dry thoroughly before the 
sleeve is put down, and should be protected for a few days with a clean 
cloth or absorbent cotton. This will give the best chance for a success- 
ful result, with much less soreness and suffering. 

Fresh, reliable virus may always be had from the National Vaccine 
Establishment, Washington City, or from its agents, The Henry Drug 
Company, of Louisville. Vaccination from the arm of a child known to 
be healthy is equally reliable. 

This board holds itself in readiness to aid local boards to the full 
extent of its powers, but little aid will be needed from it if each com- 
munity will intelligently prepare to take care of itself. 

By order of the board. J. M. Mathews, 
President . 

J. N. MoCormack, M. D., Secretary. 
Recovery of case of smallpox at Brownsville . 

Brownsville, Tex., March 16 , 1898. 
Sir : I would respectfully state that the case of smallpox reported to 

you on the 3d ultimo was discharged on the 2d instant. The bedding 


	Article Contents
	p. 302
	p. 303

	Issue Table of Contents
	Public Health Reports (1896-1970), Vol. 13, No. 13 (April 1, 1898) pp. 299-329
	UNITED STATES
	Addition to quarantine regulations—Special regulations relating to naval vessels [pp. 299-299]
	Smallpox at Middlesborough, Ky.—(Continued) [pp. 300-300]
	Smallpox hospital [pp. 300-300]
	Suspect camp [pp. 300-301]
	Inspector's division [pp. 301-301]
	Guards [pp. 301-301]
	Disinfecting division [pp. 301-302]
	Headquarters [pp. 302-302]
	Smallpox in Mobile, Ala. [pp. 302-302]
	Smallpox in Arkansas [pp. 302-302]
	Warning against smallpox [pp. 302-303]
	Recovery of case of smallpox at Brownsville [pp. 303-304]
	Smallpox in the United States as reported to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service, January 1 to April 1, 1898 [pp. 304-305]
	Report of immigration at Boston for the week ended March 26, 1898 [pp. 305-305]
	Report of immigration at New York for the week ended March 26, 1898 [pp. 306-306]
	Report of immigration at Philadelphia for the week ended March 26, 1898 [pp. 306-306]
	QUARANTINE REPORTS. National quarantine and inspection stations [pp. 307-308]
	Reports of States and yearly and monthly reports of cities [pp. 309-310]
	MORTALITY TABLE, CITIES OF THE UNITED STATES [pp. 311-312]
	Table of temperature and rainfall, week ended March 21, 1898 [pp. 313-314]

	FOREIGN
	Cholera, yellow fever, plague, and smallpox as reported to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service, January 1 to April 1, 1898 [pp. 315-317]
	ARABIA. Plague at Jiddah [pp. 317-317]
	BRAZIL. Sanitary report from Rio [pp. 318-319]
	CUBA. Smallpox and yellow fever in Cuban seaports [pp. 319-319]
	CUBA. Sanitary reports from Habana [pp. 320-322]
	JAPAN. Sanitary report from Yokohama [pp. 322-323]
	TURKEY. Sanitary report from Constantinople [pp. 323-326]
	STATISTICAL REPORTS [pp. 326-327]
	MORTALITY TABLE, FOREIGN CITIES [pp. 328-329]




